
Rabies Post Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP)
Algorithm

Did the person have a bi te exposure?
Or, i f  the animal was a bat,  is there a

reasonable probabi l i ty that an
exposure occurred?

Was broken sk in  or  a  mucous
membrane exposed to  sa l iva or  CSF?

N o

Do epidemiolgical  and/or behavioral  factors
suggest that animal rabies is unl ikely?  Cal l
the Off ice of  Epidemiology for consultat ion,

i f  needed (801-538-6191).

Yes

P E P
Unnecessary

N o

Was the an imal  captured?

N o

Beg in  PEP
Was the an imal

a cat  or  dog?
Is i t  an epizootic

area?

Is the animal a moderate- or
high-r isk species (e.g. bat,

skunk, raccoon, or fox);  was
there a bi te on the head, neck,

or shoulders; or wi l l  i t  take more
than 48 hours to have the
animal tested for rabies?

N oYes

Yes

N o

Did the animal die or
show signs suggest ive of
rabies within the 10-day

observat ion per iod?

N o

N o

Is the animal
adequate ly

immunized?

Yes

Yes

Was rabies conf i rmed by
direct ant ibody test ing of

the brain?

N o

Yes

Beg in  PEP

N o

Yes

N o

Yes

Yes

Yes
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